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MALDEN  RIVER,  MASS. 


LETTER 


FROM 

HE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR, 

TRANSMITTING, 


[TH  A  LETTER  FROM  THE  CHIEF  OF  ENGINEERS,  REPORTS  ON 
PRELIMINARY  EXAMINATION  AND  SURVEY  OF  MALDEN  RIVER, 
MASS.,  WITH  A  VIEW  TO  A  MODIFICATION  OF  THE  PROJECT. 


ril  2,  1914. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rivers  and  Harbors  and  ordered  to 

be  printed,  with  illustration. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  April  1,  191 4- 
le  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  letter  from  the  Chief 
Engineers,  Lnited  States  Army,  dated  31st  ultimo,  together  with 
pies  of  reports  from  Col.  John  Millis  and  Lieut.  Col.  W.  E.  Craig- 
Q,  Corps  of  Engineers,  dated  February  9,  1914,  and  March  10,  1914, 
th  map,  on  preliminary  examination  and  survev,  respectively,  of 
alden  River,  Mass.,  made  in  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
•~er  and  harbor  act  approved  March  4,  1913. 

Very  respectfully, 

Lindley  M.  Garrison, 

Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department, 

Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers, 

Washington ,  March  31,  1914. 
oin:  The  Chief  of  Engineers,  United  States  Arniv. 

):  The  Secretary  of  War. 

object:  Preliminary  examination  and  survey  of  Malden  River,  Mass. 

1.  There  are  submitted  herewith,  for  transmission  to  Congress, 
port  dated  February  9,  1914,  with  map,  by  Col.  John  Millis,  Corps 
Engineers,  and  report  dated  March  10,  1914,  by  Lieut.  Col.  W.  E. 
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MALDEN  RIVER,  MASS. 


Craighill,  Corps  of  Engineers,  on  preliminary  examination  and  surve 
respectively,  of  Malden  River,  Mass.,  with,  a  view  to  a  modificati 
of  the  project  authorized  by  the  river  and  harbor  act  approv 
March  4,  1913. 

2.  The  river  and  harbor  act  approved  July  25,  1912,  appropriat 
$80,000  for  improving  Malden  River,  Mass.,  by  dredging  a  channe 
feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  100  to  150  feet  wide,  from  the  mouth 
the  river  to  Medford  Street  Bridge/ subject  to  certain  conditions  whi 
have  not  yet  been  complied  with,  and  no  expenditures  have  be 
made.  It  now  appears  that  persons  interested  in  the  improveme 
desire  that  the  channel  line  be  modified  so  as  to  eliminate  the  me 
difficult  bends.  The  district  officer  estimates  the  cost  of  the  straig] 
ened  channel  at  $95,000,  but  states  that  it  is  probable  that  the  ent 
project  with  the  modification  now  proposed  may  be  completed  w: 
the  appropriation  of  $80,000  already  made.  He  recommends  tl 
the  project  be  modified  to  permit  the  application  of  the  $80,000  i 
propriated  by  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  July  25,  1912,  to  dredgi 
the  channel  6  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  in  substantial  accordar 
with  the  lines  shown  on  the  accompanying  map,  subject  to  the  c( 
ditions  originally  prescribed  and  to  the  further  condition  that  a 
excess  of  cost  over  $80,000  be  provided  by  local  or  private  intere 
before  dredging  is  commenced.  The  division  engineer  concurs  in  1 
views  and  recommendations  of  the  district  officer. 

3.  These  reports  have  been  referred,  as  required  by  law,  to  1 
Board  of  Engineers  for  Rivers  and  Harbors,  and  attention  is  invil 
to  its  report  herewith,  dated  March  24,  1914,  concurring  with  1 
district  officer  and  division  engineer. 

4.  After  due  consideration  of  the  above-mentioned  reports,  I  con* 
with  the  views  of  the  district  officer,  the  division  engineer,  and  i| 
Board  of  Engineers  for  Rivers  and  Harbors,  and  therefore  report  t] 
it  is  deemed  advisable  to  modify  the  project  for  improvement 
Malden  River,  Mass.,  adopted  by  the  river  and  harbor  act  appro> 
July  25,  1912,  with  a  view  to  straightening  the  channel,  and  it  is  recc 
mended  that  the  sum  of  $80,000,  appropriated  by  said  act,  be  mi 
available  for  the  modified  project,  as  shown  on  accompanying  m 
subject  to  the  provision  that  the  dredging  shall  not  be  commen 
until  the  following  conditions  have  been  fulfilled:  That  the  ripar 
owners  shall  give  proper  permits  to  dump  spoil  on  their  lands  * 
shall  release  the  United  States  from  all  claims  for  damages  by  sett! 
or  caving  of  banks  into  the  dredged  channel;  that  the  State  si 
lower  the  obstructing  sewer  and  pledge  itself  to  maintain  the  i 
channel  depth;  and  that  local  interests  shall  supply  any  amounli 
excess  of  the  $80,000  that  will  be  required  to  complete  the  work. 

Dan  C.  Kingman, 

Chief  of  Engineers ,  United  States  Armn 
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CPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  ENGINEERS  FOR  RIVERS  AND  HARBORS 

ON  SURVEY. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Board  of  Engineers  for  Rivers  and  Harbors, 

March  24,  1914. 

)  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army. 

1.  This  investigation  of  Malden  River  has  been  called  for  by  the 
t  of  March  4,  1913,  “with  a  view  to  a  modification  of  the  project.” 
,ie  existing  project,  adopted  by  the  act  of  July  25,  1912,  is  to  dredge 
phannel  6  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  100  to  150  feet  wide,  from  the 
puth  of  the  river  to  Medford  Street  Bridge,  at  an  estimated  cost 
j  $80,000,  which  amount  was  appropriated  by  that  act,  its  expendi- 
re  being  conditioned  upon  certain  local  and  State  cooperation  enu- 
erated  in  the  report  printed  in  House  Document  No.  77,  Sixty- 
cond  Congress,  first  session,  which  contains  a  map  showing  the 
itlines  of  the  channel  proposed. 

2.  Parties  in  interest  desire  a  modification  of  the  project  so  as  to 
iiminate  the  worst  bends,  as  shown,  on  accompanying  map.  The  esti- 
.ated  cost  of  the  proposed  modified  project  is  $95,000,  but  the  dis- 
,ict  officer  states  that  recent  prices  of  dredging  indicate  that  it  is 
obable  the  cost  may  not  exceed  that  of  the  adopted  project.  He 
commends  the  adoption  of  the  modified  project  and  the  application 
|  the  $80,000  already  appropriated  to  its  execution,  subject,  how¬ 
ler,  to  the  conditions  governing  the  present  project  and  with  the 
jrther  proviso  that  if  it  is  found  that  the  work  can  not  be  completed 
thin  the  limit  of  the  amount  already  appropriated  by  the  United 
ates  any  excess  of  cost  be  provided  by  local  or  private  interests 
lore  dredging  is  commenced.  In  this  recommendation  the  division 
jigineer  concurs. 

3.  As  the  straightening  of  the  channel  under  the  conditions  pro¬ 
ved  will  be  of  benefit  to  navigation  at  no  increase  of  cost  to  the 
uited  States,  the  board  concurs  in  the  views  of  the  district  officer 
M  the  division  engineer,  and  recommends  that  the  sum  of  $80,000 
ready  appropriated  be  made  available  for  the  modified  project  as 
mwn  on  the  accompanying  map,  subject  to  the  provision  that  the 
‘edging  shall  not  be  commenced  until  the  following  conditions  have 
een  fulfilled:  That  the  riparian  owners  shall  give  proper  permits  to 
imp  spoil  on  their  lands  and  shall  release  the  United  States  from  all 
aims  for  damages  by  settling  or  caving  of  banks  into  the  dredged 
larmel;  that  the  State  shall  lower  the  obstructing  sewer  and  pledge 
self  to  maintain  the  new  channel  depth;  and  that  local  interests 
Lall  supply  any  amount  in  excess  of  the  $80,000  that  wall  be  required 
»  complete  the  work. 

4.  In  compliance  with  law,  the  board  reports  that  except  as  con- 
■mplated  by  the  above  recommendations  there  are  no  questions  of 
rminal  facilities,  w^ater  power,  or  other  subjects  so  related  to  the 
‘oject  proposed  that  they  may  be  coordinated  therewith  to  lessen 
te  cost  and  compensate  the  Government  for  expenditures  made  in 
ie  interests  of  navigation. 

For  the  board: 

W.  M.  Black, 

Colonel ,  Corps  of  Engineers , 

Senior  Member  of  the  Board. 
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PRELIMINARY  EXAMINATION  OF  MALDEN  RIVER,  MASS. 

War  Department, 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Boston,  Mass.,  February  9,  191 4 
From:  The  District  Engineer  Officer. 

To:  The  Chief  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army. 

(Through  the  Division  Engineer.) 

Subject:  Preliminary  examination  of  Malden  River,  Mass. 

1.  In  compliance  with  instructions  contained  in  letter  dated  Mai 
T8,  1913,  and  with  provisions  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  approx 
March  4,  1913,  the  following  report  is  submitted  on  the  prenmim 
examination  of  Malden  River,  Mass.,  with  a  view  to  a  modificati 
of  the  project. 

2.  The  river  and  harbor  act  of  July  25,  1912,  appropriated  $80, ( 
for  “ Improving  Malden  River,  Mass.  Completing  improvement 
accordance  with  the  report  submitted  in  House  Document  No. 
62d  Congress,  1st  session,  and  subject  to  the  conditions  set  forth 
said  document.  ”  On  August  26,  1912,  the  department  approx 
subproject  submitted  by  Col.  Frederic  V.  Abbot,  district  engine 
for  expenditure  of  this  appropriation.  This  subproject  provided  tl 
the  work  was  not  to  be  commenced  until  the  riparian  owners  hi 
given  proper  permits  to  dump  spoil  on  their  lands  and  have  execu 
valid  releases  to  the  area  shown  outside  of  the  dike  lines  on  the  n 
printed  with  the  House  document,  and  until  the  State  has  lowe: 
the  siphon  and  pledged  itself  for  all  costs  of  maintenance  of  the  n 
depth  of  channel;  all  of  which  conditions  were  contained  in  the  Ho 
document  referred  to  in  the  act  of  July  25,  1912,  making  the  app 
priation. 

3.  None  of  the  above  conditions  has  been  complied  with  as  3 
Persons  interested  in  the  improvement  arrived  at  the  conclusion  t) 
further  improvement  of  the  river  should  include  elimination  of 
more  difficult  bends  in  the  channel,  if  the  varying  interests  of 
riparian  owners  could  be  reconciled.  In  consequence  of  this  opini 
the  river  and  harbor  act  of  March  4,  1913,  contained  provision  fo 
preliminary  examination  and  survey  of  Malden  River  “with  a  v: 
to  a  modification  of  the  project.” 

4.  On  March  18,  1913,  the  duty  of  making  the  above  prelimin 
examination  was  assigned  to  the  district  engineer  officer  of  this  < 
trict,  since  which  time  the  matter  has  been  in  the  hands  of  th 
interested  in  bringing  about  the  modification  of  the  authorized  proj 
of  improvement.  On  February  5,  1914,  these  gentlemen  submit 
a  new  location  of  the  channel,  100  feet  wide,  shown  on  the  plan  h< 
with,  and  which  eliminated  two  difficult  bends  of  the  channel  autl 
ized  by  the  approved  project.  It  is  my  opinion  that  the  change 
location  proposed  is  advantageous,  and  I  recommend  that  the  proj 
be  modified  to  permit  the  application  of  the  $80,000  appropriated) 
the  river  and  harbor  act  of  July  25,  1912,  to  dredging  the  chanj( 
6  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  in  substantial  accordance  with  the  li 
shown  on  the  accompanying  plan,  with  the  proviso  in  the  act  that 
money  shall  be  applied  only  after  the  riparian  owners  have  gi 
proper  permits  to  dump  spoil  on  their  lands  and  have  executed  vfi 
releases  to  the  area  shown  outside  of  the  dike  lines  on  the  acceB 
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.nying  map,  and  after  the  State  has  lowered  the  sewer  siphon  and 
3dged  itself  for  all  costs  of  maintenance  of  the  new  depth  of  channel. 
5.  Information  as  to  description  of  locality,  work  previously  done, 
vigable  extent,  etc.,  appears  in  the  report  of  the  project  it  is  now 
oposed  to  modify,  House  Document  No.  77,  Sixty-second  Congress, 
st  session.  A  detailed  estimate  of  cost  under  the  new  plan  has  not 
en  made,  but  there  is  no  reason  to  anticipate  any  great  difference 
cost  between  the  two  plans.  The  increased  excavation  in  the  cuts 
ross  bends  will  be  practically  compensated  by  reduced  length  of 
annel,  and  in  any  case  this  recommendation  does  not  contemplate 
penditure  by  the  Government  of  a  greater  sum  than  that  originally 
propriated. 

John  Millis, 
Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers . 

[First  indorsement.] 

Division  Engineer,  Northeast  Division, 

New  York  City,  February  13,  1914- 
!  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army: 

forwarded,  concurring  in  the  views  and  recommendation  of  the 
trict  engineer  officer. 

Frederic  V.  Abbot, 

Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Board  of  Engineers  for  Kivers  and  Harbors, 

February  24,  1914 • 

the  Chief  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army. 

This  report  of  preliminary  examination  of  Malden  Kiver,  Mass., 

5  been  called  for  “with  a  view  to  a  modification  of  the  project.^ 
e  district  officer  and  the  division  engineer  are  of  opinion  that  the 
>ject  should  be  modified,  under  certain  conditions  mentioned 
*ein,  by  making  some  cut-offs.  The  cost  of  the  modified  project 
5  not  been  estimated,  but  it  is  expected  that  the  United  States  will 
ffy  to  this  work  only  the  amount  already  appropriated.  It  is 
ieved  that  an  estimate  of  cost  of  the  improvement  in  accordance 
h  the  modification,  proposed  should  be  made  and  some  definite 
urance  given  that  local  interests  will  supply  any  excess  in  cost  of 
5  new  project  over  the  present  one  before  final  opinion  is  given  as 
the  advisability  of  a  change  in  the  project.  It  is  therefore  recom- 
nded  that  a  survey  be  made  sufficient  to  determine  such  an  esti- 
t-e,  and.  that  the  question  of  local  cooperation  be  also  investigated. 
?or  the  board: 

Frederic  V.  Abbot, 

Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers, 

Senior  Member  Present. 
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SURVEY  OF  MALDEN  RIVER,  MASS. 


War  Department, 

United  States  Engineer  Office,  1 
Boston,  Mass.,  March  10,  1914] 

From:  The  District  Engineer  Officer. 

To:  The  Chief  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army  j 

(Through  the  Division  Engineer). 

Subject:  Survey  of  Malden  River,  Mass. 

1.  In  compliance  with  instructions  contained  in  letter  da 
February  28,  1914,  the  following  report  is  submitted  on  survey 
Malden  feiver,  Mass.,  with  a  view  to  a  modification  of  the  project 
These  instructions  were  accompanied  by  the  following  recc 
mendations  of  the  Board  of  Engineers  for  Rivers  and  Harbors 
February  24,  1914: 


This  report  of  preliminary  examination  of  Malden  River,  Mass.,  has  been  ca 
for  “with  a  view  to  a  modification  of  the  project.”  The  district  officer  and 
division  engineer  are  of  opinion  that  the  project  should  be  modified,  under  cer 
conditions  mentioned  herein,  by  making  some  cut-offs.  The  cost  of  the  modi 
project  has  not  been  estimated,  but  it  is  expected  that  the  United  States  will  aj 
to  this  work  only  the  amount  already  appropriated.  It  is  believed  that  an  estin 
of  cost  of  the  improvement  in  accordance  with  the  modification  proposed  shoulcl 
made  and  some  definite  assurance  given  that  local  interests  will  supply  any  ex  I 
in  cost  of  the  new  project  over  the  present  one  before  final  opinion  is  given  as  to  I 
advisability  of  a  change  in  the  project.  It  is  therefore  recommended  that  a  suil 
be  made  sufficient  to  determine  such  an  estimate  and  that  the  question  of  1 
cooperation  be  also  investigated. 

The  Chief  of  Engineers  directed  that  these  recommendations 
observed. 

2.  No  field  work  in  connection  with  this  survey  was  necesssl 
sufficient  data  being  already  on  file  in  this  office  from  which! 
compute  the  estimated  cost  of  the  modification  proposed,  whip] 
to  straighten  the  channel  by  making  some  cut-offs  to  elimir 
difficult  bends. 

3.  The  estimated  cost  of  the  improvement  in  accordance  with 
modification  proposed  is  475,000  cubic  yards  in  place,  at  20  C(l 
per  cubic  yard,  $95,000.  This  is  $15,000  in  excess  of  the  origl 
estimate  reported  in  House  Document  No.  77,  Sixty-second  CongrI 
first  session  (p.  9),  of  400,000  cubic  yards  in  place,  at  20  cents  I 

cubic  yard,  $80,000.  ...  ... 

Recent  prices  for  dredging  in  this  locality  indicate  that  it  is  p]jj 
able  that  the  entire  project  with  the  modifications  now  propel 
may  be  completed  for  the  original  total  appropriation  of  $801 
made  by  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  July  25,  1912,  without  I 
additional  appropriation  by  the  United  States  or  contribution! 


local  interests 

4.  The  change  in  location  and  straightening  of  the  channel  is  I 
only  advisable  for  the  proper  development  of  the  river  but  is 
advantageous  to  navigation.  It  is  recommended  that  the  pro* 
be  modified  to  permit  the  application  of  the  $80,000  approprue 
by  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  July  25,  1912,  to  dredging  the  cha,] 

6  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  in  substantial  accordance  with 
lines  shown  on  the  plan  submitted  with  report  on  preliminary 
amination  dated  February  9,  1914,  subject  to  the  conditions  stJ 
in  House  Document  No.  77,  Sixty-second  Congress,  first  session,  1 
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the  further  condition  that  the  expenditure  by  the  United  States 
limited  to  the  appropriation  of  $80,000  made  by  the  act  of  July 
1912,  with  a  proviso  that,  if  it  is  found  that  the  work  can  not  be 
npleted  within  the  limit  of  the  amount  appropriated  by  the  United 
,  des,  any  excess  of  cost  be  provided  by  local  or  private  interests 
ore  dredging  is  commenced. 

>.  A  letter  dated  March  9,  1914,  signed  by  the  mayors  of  Medford, 
Iden,  and  Everett,  the  president  of  the  Mystic  Valley  Waterways 
jociation,  and  the  Locke  Coal  Co.,  is  herewith,  giving  assurance 
X  they  will  endeavor  to  secure  locally  any  additional  funds  nec- 
ary  to  carry  out  the  modified  project  if  the  total  cost  exceeds  the 
),000  already  appropriated. 

W.  E.  Craighill, 

Lieutenant  Colonel ,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Division  Engineer,  Northeast  Division, 

r !  New  York  City ,  March  12,  1914- 

:  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  LTnited  States  Army: 

1 1  1 

c  forwarded,  concurring  in  the  views  and  recommendation  of  the 
c  trict  engineer  officer. 

Frederic  V.  Abbot, 
Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

For  report  of  the  Board  of  Engineers  for  Rivers  and  Harbors  on 
;  vey  see  page  3.] 


LETTER  OF  THE  MYSTIC  VALLEY  WATERWAYS  ASSOCIATION  ET  AL. 


j  Everett,  Mass.,  March  9,  1914. 

‘  United  States  District  Engineer. 

1  >jecL  Malden  River. 

m:  Mystic  Valley  Waterways  Association,  et  al. 

-  nderstanding  that  you  have  been  directed  to  make  a  survey  of  Malden  River 
li  a  view  to  obtaining  comparative  estimates  of  cost  of  the  proposed  channel  by  the 
r  te  outlined  in  House  Document  No.  77,  Sixty-second  Congress,  first  session,  and 
;  the  modified  route,  which  makes  some  cut-offs,  we  the  undersigned,  and  others 
•  erested  in  the  improvement,  beg  to  assure  you  that  it  is  not  expected  that  any 
litional  amount  over  and  above  the  $80,000  appropriated  by  the  act  of  July  25, 
2,  would  be  contributed  by  the  United  States. 

ve  believe  that  the  suggested  cut-offs  are  of  great  local  value  and  importance  to  the 
per  development  of  the  river,  and  we  anticipate  no  great  difficulty  in  securing  from 
State  or  other  local  public  authority  the  necessary  appropriation  to  defray  any 
ess  cost  of  the  modification  now  proposed  in  the  project,  and  those  locally  interested 

I  now  working  toward  that  end. 

n  view  of  the  fact  that  no  additional  appropriation  is  expected  from  the  Uuited 
tes,  we  hope  to  have  the  appropriation  of  §80,000  by  the  act  of  July  25,  1912,  made 
i  ilable  at  an  early  date  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  modified  project. 

Respectfully,  yours. 

Mystic  Valley  Waterways  Association, 
By  Nelson  P.  Brown,  President. 

Locke  Coal  Co., 

E.  E.  Locke,  President. 

Charles  S.  Taylor,  Mayor  of  Medford. 
Charles  Schuhaker,  Mayor  of  Malden. 
James  Chambers,  Mayor  of  Everett. 
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